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FOGNOZLS DO JUST THIET 


In the last issue of this magazine we 
proposed to reveal important devel- 
opments in fire extinguishment. Fires 


1, In the control of the great majority of fires, the fireman 
must get at the source of the fire if he intends to accomplish 
quick control or rapid extinguisment. 

All fires are vapor fires. That is, the burning material 
either vaporizes at air temperatures as is the case with gas- 
oline or alcohol, or the material through burning is heated 
to the point where combustible vapors are given off, as is 
the case in wood fires, heavy mineral or vegetable oils. 

THE SEAT OF THE FIRE IS THE BURNING VAPOR 

If the fireman can so dilute these vapors that they be- 

come too lean to burn, instant extinguishment is made. 
FOGNOZLS DO JUST THAT! 

2. However, before the advent of FOGNOZLS it was 

almost impossible for the fireman to get at the seat of the 

fire because of the heat. He had to stand back, pour on 

tons and tons of water in the hope that eventually he would 

stop the creation of vapor by cooling the burning material. 

Some means of protection had to be provided to estab- 
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of the future will be more and more 
controlled by methods based upon 
scientific research as to fire causes. 
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IN THE CONTROL OR 
EXTINGUISHMENT OF FIRES 


lish a screen between FIREMAN and FIRE so that he could 
get close enough to dilute the burning vapars. 


FOGNOZLS MAKE THIS POSSIBLE 


In the illustration above these two firemen are attack- 
ing a running gasoline fire of “Christmas Tree” propor- 
tions. To approach such a fire without the protection of a 
FOGNOZL Screen would be impossible. We refer to this 
method as providing Personal Protection. This fire was ex- 
tinguished in 8 seconds. It is the method of the future as 
has been scientifically demonstrated by our armed forces. 


FOGNOZLS—THE METHOD OF TOMORROW 
heey ORIGINAL. 
eS a 


FOGNOZL FACTS 


PREPARE BY ACCUMMULATING DATA 
ON THIS NEW WATER FOGNOZL 
FIRE-FIGHTING METHOD THAT HAS 
REVOLUTIONIZED OLD METHODS. 
FOGNOZL ACCOMPLISHMENTS ARE 
DAILY EMPHASIZED BY OUR ARMED 
FORCES @ A BROCHURE OF FOGNOZL FACTS WILL 
BE SENT, WITHOUT OBLIGATION, TO THOSE ENGI- 
NEERS OR EXECUTIVES WHO WILL SO REQUEST IT 
ON THEIR OFFICIAL OR DEPARTMENT LETTERHEAD. 
IN FOLDER CONVENIENT FOR YOUR FILE. 


FOG NOZZLE COMPANY 


1520 EAST SLAUSON AVENUE @ LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


FOG NOZZLE OF CANADA, 


LTD... MONTREAL, CANADA 





BUY U. S. WAR BONDS 


APPARATUS 


© MACK | 


A MACK? 


It’s the greatest engineering and manu- 
facturing resources in the Fire Appara- 
tus Industry. 

It’s the hands and skills of thousands 
of workers trained to work to the high- 
est standards and closest tolerances in 
the industry. 

It’s the experience of more than 42 


MACK MANUFACTURING CORP. 


- FIRE ENGINE DIVISION .- 


years of designing, building and con- 
trolling the quality of Mack apparatus 
through every stage of manufacture 
from raw materials to finished product. 

It’s the more than 70 direct factory 
branches that provide service and parts 
nearby the communities where Macks 
are on the job. 


EMPIRE STATE BLDG. - NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Official U.S. Navy Photograph 


“A Navy war bird awaits the starter’s signal to take off for the combat zone.” 


OMBERS and Carriers are powerful media of de- 

struction but still they must be protected. The 
Carrier must be kept safe for the homecoming of this 
Navy war bird—-safe from enemy shells and incendiary 
bombs. 


Guns to fend attacks from the sea and air and, equally 
important, adequate fire protection to quickly extin- 
guish that dread foe, “a fire on ship at sea.” 


National Foams have met the extreme tests in combat- 
ing fires at sea, saving lives and tonnage to carry on. 


Foam Fire Protection as developed by National Foam 
System has been adopted and is being used extensively 
by the U. S. Navy, by most oil refineries and many other 
important industries. 


In Fire Department Service 


National Foam System has equipment especially de- 
signed for the use of Fire Departments to meet all types 


of fire fighting requirements. Complete engineering 
service available. 


The experience of our engineering department is at 
your service. 


NATIONAL FOAM SYSTEM. INC. 


Specializing in Foam Fire Protection 


Ss 


16:32 Sansom St.. Philadelphia. Pa. 
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HE cover picture shows firemen at 

Kenosha, Wisconsin, wetting down the 
remains of the Veenstra Lumber and 
Supply Company plant which was de- 
stroyed by an early morning fire during 
the summer. Fire apparently starting in 
the basement was discovered in the three- 
story brick and timbered structure at 
4:15 a.m., when observed by a war plant 
worker. The fire spread through hori- 
zontal and vertical openings. According 
to Fire Chief William J. Brady, of Ken- 
osha, there were fire doors only on the 
third floor. The loss was $108,000. 

This fire is just one more illustration of 
the futility of depending entirely upon 
public protection to safeguard large indus- 
trial properties. The plant was without 
watchman, fire alarm service, or sprinkler 
protection. The fire department, when 
called, placed fourteen hose streams in 
operation but, due to the advanced stage 
of the blaze, could do little more than pro- 
tect surrounding property. We hardly 
need to add that had this plant been 
equipped with a sprinkler system having 
an alarm valve connected to a central sta- 
tion or to the fire department, there can be 
little doubt that the fire would have been 
extinguished in its incipiency. 


The Fire Prevention Bureau of the City of 
Cincinnati in observance of fire prevention 
week is presenting to the citizens of that city 
a substantial check as shown below. If the 
fire prevention suggestions that are listed on 
the back of the check are endorsed by the 
people, they will gain untold numbers of dol- 
lars and will save many lives that otherwise 
will be paid out in fire losses during the 
coming years. 


Week i 
| 


| Pay to THE 
ORDER OF 


OCTOBER 3-9, 1943 
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Albert T. Bell 


Albert T. Bell, beloved chairman of the 
N.F.P.A. Board of Directors, died sud- 
denly at Atlantic City on September 3d. 
A director of Leeds & Lippincott Com- 
pany, operators of the hotels Chalfonte 
and Haddon Hall, N.F.P.A. convention 
headquarters for meetings in Atlantic City 
since 1922, Mr. Bell was sitting in his office 
discussing business matters when he sud- 
denly slumped over in his chair. His death 
was due to heart failure. Mr. Bell was 
seventy-four years old at the time of his 
death. He never married and is survived 
only by his brother, William Bell, of New 
York City. Impressive funeral services 
were held in Philadelphia on September 6th. 

Mr. Bell had a life-long interest in fire 
safety and had been active in the affairs 
of the N.F.P.A. continuously since 1915. 
Not identified commercially with any fire 
protection enterprise, his interest in fire 
protection was that of an outstanding pub- 
lie spirited citizen doing all that he could 
to advance the cause of safety to life and 
property from unnecessary destruction by 
fire. Mr. Bell was a consistent advocate of 
fire safety in hotels. He was the leading 
spirit in arranging the co-operative high 
pressure fire system in Atlantic City sup- 
plied by fire pumps in the large hotels. At 
the time of his death he was actively ad- 
vocating fire safety legislation for the State 
of New Jersey which would require auto- 
matic sprinklers and other fire safeguards 
in hotels of combustible construction. 

Mr. Bell was elected a member of the 
N.F.P.A. Board of Directors in 1921 and 
was elected Chairman of the Board in 
1922. He was re-elected to this office an- 
nually. In recognition of his outstanding 
service to the cause of fire protection, he 
was made an honorary life member by 
action of the Association at the 1930 an- 
nual meeting. His passing will leave a 
serious gap in the N.F.P.A. official family. 


Che City of Cincinnati 


1943 No. 1 


Gl of Our People, sasings 


DOLLARS 


Che Cincinnati Fire Dept. 
Burcau of Fire Pravention 


Volunteer Firemen for October 1943 





One Outstanding Usluntect Department 
By Lieutenant Harry Wolff, Chicago Fire Department 


ESTERN SPRINGS is acommunity 

of about forty-five hundred out west 
of Chicago some twenty miles on the main 
right-of-way of the Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy Railroad. They are one of a chain 
of a dozen towns, largely residential in 
character, which banded themselves to- 
gether some twenty years ago for the pur- 
poses of mutual aid. This group, along 
with the Fgyptian Fire Fighters’ Asso- 
ciation in the southern part of the state, 
has been organized on an active mutual 
aid basis for more than twenty years. 

From the standpoint of fire prevention, 
the department participated in the Na- 
tional Fire Waste Council Contest and for 
some six years won certificates of award 
for their thoroughness and_progressive- 
ness in that work. 

This department built an auxiliary unit 
to supplement an old fire truck that. they 
had originally purchased through their 
efforts in conducting carnivals and dances. 
Within the last two years they have been 
able to secure a very modern pumper for 
the use of the community. 

The townspeople were so well sold on 
the efficiency of the department that a 
bond issue was voted to erect a fire station. 
Before the tax bills could be sent out it 
was realized that priority restrictions 
would prevent the building of the station. 
To keep good faith with the citizens of the 
town, Fire Chief Erickson asked that the 
tax item be stricken from the bill. There 
was no point in collecting money that 
couldn’t be used. As a public relations 
gesture, that perhaps is one of the best that 
I have heard about. 

A Police and Fire Thrill Show has been 
held in Chicago for the past six years. It 
is the outgrowth of a contest held origin- 


Looking from kitchen into stair hall on first 
floor. Front entrance in background. Several 
stair treads remain at bottom of flight. Upper 
portion of stairs and stringers 
entirely consumed. 





Top of stair well showing damage to floor joists 
and sidewalls. Fire travel was largely confined 
to one studding channel on each side. 


Sectional view of house showing area burned. 
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ally in 1937, in which some thirty fire de- 
partments participated. The volunteer 
men came from as far as Minnesota and 
the paid departments came from as far ag 
Colorado Springs. The contest was held 
at Soldiers’ Field and a large drill tower 
structure at the head of the field was the 
place where evolutions were performed by 
the participating departments. The tak- 
ing of lines up ladders, ladder drills and 
rescue operations were all a part of the 
contest. The men of Western Springs won 
first place in the volunteer division of the 
contest. 


HIS department renders fire service 

of a very high order. To prove that I 
have some pictures of a fire that this de- 
partment attended some three or four 
years ago. It was the last large fire that 
they have had in that space o/ time. 

The fire occurred in winter, on one of 
those days when we have a comparatively 
mild temperature condition in the fore- 
noon and then towards evening a brisk 
wind springs up and the temperature drops. 
The fire occurred in an area outside of the 
jurisdiction of this fire department. The 
town which had jurisdiction was notified 
of the fire and sent a man out to investi- 
gate for two reasons. First, was there a 
water supply immediately available that 
their department could use? Secondly, to 
make sure that there was a fire. The per- 
son sent out reported that there was a fire 
in a dwelling and that it was too large for 
the fire department of that community to 
handle. They reported back to the person 
who gave the alarm that they were awfully 
sorry but they were afraid they couldn’t do 
very much about it. 

The Western Springs department was 
called as the next nearest town and asked 
if they would undertake to do something. 
Their reply was that they would try but 
they wouldn’t promise anything. When 
they got there they found a frame dwelling 
afire. There was a stairway leading into 
the basement with a furnace underneath 
it. Upstairs, opposite the front door, there 
was a short hall and there was another 
stairway leading upstairs into a corridor 
that led into a bathroom and bedroom. 
There was an attic space above. 

The time was around 6:30 in the eve 
ning. The family had fixed the furnace for 
mild weather with the dampers set for 4 
light breeze and then had gone to church. 


Lieutenant Wolff formerly was Secretary 
of the Chicago Drilf School and is now sta 
tioned at headquagters as Aide to 
Mullaney. He served as volunteer drillmae 
on — Springs Department (Mem 
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Looking south into hall at top of stairs. 
Varnish is blistered but books on closet shelf 
are scarcely scorched. 


The wind came up and the fire in the fur- 
nace started burning intensely enough to 
set fire to the stairway. The heat burned 
out the stairway completely from the 
basement to the second floor. When the 
fire department got there the entire struc- 
ture was charged with smoke. The near- 
est hydrant was about a mile and one- 
Obviously, they had no 
time to lay such a line bad there been 
enough hose. But they had eighty gallons 
of water in their booster tank. They im- 
mediately went to work with a line in the 
front door and into the fire area. 


quarter away. 


HEY used their little salvage truck to 
collect: some milk cans from a farmer 
about half a mile down the road, and re- 
plenished their booster tank with these 10- 
gallon milk cans. The chief who was in 
charge at the time used a new implement in 
fire fighting practice. He borrowed a night 
stick from one of the policemen who came 
there and he used that night stick to rap 
the knuckles of the nozzle man if he had 
the nozzle open more than thirty seconds 
ata time. For a water conservation pro- 
gram, that is a new thought. 
There was a small window in the end of 
the gable roof with six panes of glass. The 


i a Se 


boys were apologetic because they broke 
one pane of glass. They didn’t want to 
break any glass because they realized that 
if they followed the usual technique of 
opening up and ventilating, the fire would 
involve the entire structure and get away 
from them. This was one time they did 
something that they normally wouldn’t do: 
something that normally would be con- 
sidered poor practice. They stayed in the 
smoke and kept the fire from spreading by 
limiting the air that got to it. 


T was necessary to put a 20-foot ladder 

down into the basement and let it rest 
against the second floor to provide a means 
of getting up and down because the stairs 
were burned away. Some idea of the in- 
tensity of the fire is shown by the fact that 
the walls were badly charred from the 
basement up to the attic. Fire had also 
travelled in the concealed spaces and was 
really a problem for a 12-man fire depart- 
ment to handle. The side walls had to be 
opened up to get at the fire in the con- 
cealed spaces all the way to the top. There 
was a door at the head of the basement 
stairs that burned away completely. There 
was fire up in the ceiling at a closet be- 
tween the head of the stairs and the bath- 
room. One of the operations was to put 
un opening in there and take the booster 
line up into the attic space and make sure 
that there was no fire in there to com- 
munieate to the roof structure. That was 
quite a job. The fellow who did that told 
me afterwards that he learned what it is 
to breathe off the top of his lungs. 

Thus this department had not only won 
awards in fire prevention and had the stuff 
to lead the field in the drill phase of their 
work, but they did all the things that good 
firemen do in the way of public relations 
and fighting fires. 


Looking north into hall at top of stairs, show- 
ing openings in sidewalls and ceiling. Note 
extent of varnish blisters on door frame. 


Two Fire Chiefs Tangle With 
Gasoline Rationing Boards 


a firemen who have been 
hard pressed to get enough gasoline to 
get to fires may be interested in two news 
items recently carried in the press. Per- 
haps the ration board members are en- 
thusiasts in the matter of the old-fashioned 
hand-drawn fire apparatus. But, of course, 
it may be just a difference of opinion as to 
what constitutes essential driving. 


Fire Chief Wonders if 
Fires will be Rationed 

Brunswick, Me., Aug. 3,— Fire Chief 
Harold Nickerson is looking forward to a 
56 per cent reduction in fires, thanks to the 
ration board, but he’s wondering just how 
reliable the ration board’s experts are in 
their estimates. The chief was notified by 
the local board that the fire department’s 
gasoline allotment has been cut to 44 per 
cent of the amount used during the last 
period. 

Since the fire department burns gasoline 
only when its apparatus is fighting fires, 
Chief Nickerson cannot understand how it 
will be possible to cut- down unless the 
OPA reduces the number of fires. The 
only other way would be for the fire de- 
partment to cease answering calls after it 
has used up its gasoline allowance. 

At last reports the chief was looking 
around for a pair of draft horses and one of 
those horse-drawn steamers, which were 
so popular 25 or 30 years ago. Learning of 
the situation, members of the fire depart- 
ment were wondering how members of the 
ration board would feel if, after the allot- 
ment is used up, their own homes caught 
fire. — Weekly Underwriter. 


Fire Chief Denied More 
Gas for Marooned Car 

Larchmont, N. Y., Sept. 5 — There’s a 
red fire chief’s car labelled ‘Villa of Larch- 
mont” in gilt lettering somewhere between 
Pittsburgh and Chicago— and Larch- 
mont’s mayor and the chairman of the 
local rationing board say they would like 
to know just where. 

James V. Baum, ration board chief, said 
the village fire chief, Alexis B. Cunneen, 
set out earlier this week in the car for the 
convention of the International Fire 
Chiefs’ Association in Chicago, carrying 
with him municipal gasoline transfer slips 
which are honored among municipalities 
within Westchester County. — 

Cunneen reached Pittsburgh, Baum 
said, and found the slips were not honored 
there. The chief then wired Baum for 
gasoline ration coupons, but Baum ignored 
the request. 

‘“As far as I am concerned,” said Baum, 
“the car can stay there and rot. We have 
definitely issued no rations for that pur- 
pose and we’re not going to.” 
ton Post. 


Washing- 
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y' )U can well imagine my surprise when 
1 opened to page 13 of the August 
issue of VOLUNTEER FIREMEN and dis- 
covered the story on Deluge No. 1. You 
see that even though I am in the armed 
forces I am still secretary of our depart- 
ment back home in Schoharie, New York. 
While I am serving Uncle Sam, my brother, 
Charles Scribner, is taking my place, as 
secretary of Niagara Engine Co. No. 6. 

The story which you have was pub- 
lished shortly after a convention held in 
Schenectady a few years ago. At that time 
we did not know of the true, early history 
of Deluge No. 1. However, during the 
years that followed, through the efforts of 
Mr. Jerome Irving Smith, Curator of the 
Fire Department Section of the Museum 
of the City of New York, we have been in- 
formed that it is a Richard Newsham 
pumper made in Cloth Fair, London, Eng- 
land, and was undoubtedly one of the two 
purchased by the City of New York in 
1731. Therefore, you may notice the sign 
on its side with the date 1731. 

Since our first display of the pumper at 
a firemen’s convention we have won num- 
erous awards at Hudson, Catskill, Coopers- 
town, Corinth, Cherry Valley, and at the 
National Tournament and Parade at Flush- 
ings, New York during the World’s Fair. 
At Flushing, Mr. Smith came to see the 
pumper and was more than ever convinced 
that it was New York City’s original en- 
gine. It has been advertised as such since, 
and to date no one has disputed that fact, 
nor the fact that it is one of the two oldest 
fire engines in America. The other is in the 
Firemen’s Home in Hudson, New York. 
That one is somewhat smaller than ours. 
However, constructional detail arethesame. 

You will notice from the sketch that 
there is a filler opening or trough at both 
ends of the pumper. To screen the water 
from foreign matter there is a wooden 
partition into which numerous holes had 
been bored. You will notice that there are 
two joints in the nozzle toward the base. 
These permitted it to be turned at any 
angle and, due to the fact that this pumper 
was in use before the days of hose, the 
water was squirted in a “deluge” on the 
fire. The pumper shows blisters from the 
close proximity to fires. A hand-made 
wrench of the open-end type is still to be 
found in its holder on the cylinder housing 
and is used to tighten the nozzle once it is 
turned in place. The body of the pumper 
serves as the reservoir and into it are im- 


Deluge No. 1—Built 1731 


America’s Oldest Fire Engine 


Letter from Sergeant Edward Scribner, Sec’y 


Niagara Engine Company No. 6 


Schoharie Fire Department 


mersed the pistons of the pump. There is 
some conjecture that Deluge No. 1 came 
to Schoharie County through Judge Duane 
and his son-in-law, General North, who 
settled the towns of Esperance and Duanes- 
burgh, near which they are buried. The 
old pumper is kept in the Old Stone Fort 
Museum in Schoharie, New York. 


ELATIVE to the last paragraph in the 

VOLUNTEER FIREMEN story in which 
you mentioned that the name “Niagara 
No. 6” was “‘believed’’ to have been de- 
rived from the name of the pumper pur- 
chased from Albany. This is an absolute 
fact. Schoharie organized its first fire de- 
partment in April of 1832, over 111 years 
ago. It went by the name of Schoharie 
Fire Co. No. 1 and then Schoharie Fire 
Co. No. 2 until 1868. We have the origi- 
nal organization papers signed by the town 
officials of that date. 

Niagara No. 6 arrived from Albany in 
1868. It was not the first hand pumper 
but it was the largest. The pumper was 
called “Niagara 6,” I suppose similarly as 
our cars today are called ‘President,’ 
“Ford V-8,” etc. In beautiful white and 
gold this pumper certainly deserved the 
title “Pride of Albany.” One of our prize 
photographs in our collection include a 
picture of the pumper standing before the 
Court House which burned a year later. 
Surrounding the pumper were members of 
the fire department. When the new 
pumper arrived in Schoharie, the boys 
thought it was time to reorganize, weed 
out the banquet firemen and start out 
“fresh.” This was the birth of Niagara 
Engine Co. No. 6. One of the charter 
members of the newly formed company 
told me before his death of the reorganiza- 
tion and why it was called Niagara En- 
gine Co. No. 6. 


IAGARA No. 6 had a large 414-inch 

suction hose, three lengths in all, one 
of which was left permanently attached to 
the pumper and the others held in brackets 
under the body of the pumper. Two 24- 
inch outlets with gates were located on the 
front end. It is interesting to note that 
the stroke of the pumps was adjustible so 
that volume or pressure could be had, 
whichever was necessary, similar to the 
way pumps of today change gears or our 
centrifugal pumps operate either parallel 
or in series, according to the need for 
capacity or pressure. 
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Niagara No. 6 pumper, after which the 
present company was named, was used in 
Schoharie until 1905 when a new publie 
water system was installed of sufficient 
capacity to permit use of hose direct from 
hydrants. While Niagara No. 6 was in its 
hey-day several reservoirs were constructed 
to hold a reserve supply adequate for fire 
purposes. These were filled by hand pump- 
ing from fire drive wells in which five 
pipes were driven in the ground and con- 
nected to a common hydrant connection 
for the pumper. 


CHOHARIE had one of the first, if 

not the first public water system in this 
country, and in the state of New York at 
least. This is borne out by the discovery 
of incorporation papers and records of a 
water system installed in Schoharie in 
1795. Water came through wooden logs. 
The papers contain the original maps show- 
ing the locations and the users of the water. 
I have seen the papers, located the pipes, 
and have seen several specimens of this old 
system. Upon the installation of a larger 
wooden pipe system in 1840, connections 
were made to some of the reservoirs. We 
still maintain these supplies to take care of 
conditions of water shortages. They hold 
approximately 30,000 gallons and are all 
underground. 

Although Schoharie has a population of 
only 1,000, the fire department does serve 
quite a large rural area. Through the 
organization of the Schoharie County 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association of which 
I was secretary previous to my induction, 
we arranged a cooperative plan through 
which the departments work together. 

In order not to leave our village without 
apparatus while attending a rural fire, our 
department constructed from our own 
funds a truck with a front-mounted 250 
GPM Barton pump. In addition we re- 
built a late model Henney hearse into an 
ambulance and rescue truck. This carries 
masks, inhalator, first aid kits, stretchers 
and the various other items for rescue 
work. This answers all calls whether local 
or outside, and carries additional 400 feet 
of hose “just in case.” If the truck is 
wanted for an emergency this spare hose, 
which is kept in cardboard cartons, is 
dumped off and they are on their way. 
Our major piece of apparatus is an Ameri- 
can LaFrance 500 GPM gear pum). This 
seldom goes out of town unless abundant 
water supplies are available. 





Latest Portable 
Release for Quick 
Action Against Fire 


aa 


From the time C-O-TWO originated the 
idea of using the tremendous pressure of 
carbon dioxide stored in cylinders and de- 
veloped the now famous pressure operated 
release for multiple cylinder fire extin- 
guishing systems, the development of new 
equipment has been a day in and day out 
task of C-O-TWO engineers. 


NEW SQUEEZ-GRIP SAVES 
TIME AND GAS 


C-O-TWO has scored again, by develop- 
ing a C-O-TWO pressure-sealing valve. 
The release lever is directly over the car- 
rying handle so that the valve may be 
easily opened or closed while carrying 
the extinguisher. No need now to set the ex- 
tinguisher down to open or close the valve 
—there’s no “handwheel” to be turned. The 
new SQUEEZ-GRIP releases carbon diox- 
ide gas as quickly as you can close your 
hand. It’s as fast as a Tommy gun and flat- 
tens fire in seconds without damage to 
materials or equipment. 


WO is a registered trademark and cor- 
porate namé of this company. C.O-TWO is 
| inspected and labeled by the Underwriters’ 
Laboratories; approved by Factory Mutuals, 
| and the Bureau of Marine Inspecti n and 
Navigation. To be safe specify C-O 
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F'arm Fire Control Corps Works in Arkansas 


Each Year Fires Cause $100,000,000 Loss in Unprotected Rural Areas — The Following Digest 
of a Report in the ‘‘Extension Service Review’’, Published by the U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture, Tells What One State is Doing About It. 


a. farm fire control corps goes for- 


ward, As action speaks louder than 
words with the armed forces, so farm 
folks of Arkansas organized in fire-fighting 
crews are going into action with real 
achievements. Their slogan is “Be alert 
with fire; every building and every tree 
count.” This is a wartime meas- 
ure under the Defense Council of Arkansas. 
Since the program was launched in this 
State in September, 1942, an estimated 500 


registered fire crews have been organized 


saved 


in about 50 counties of the State, represent- 
ing approximately 7,000 farm families. By 
November 7th, last fall, 355 crews had 
been organized in 43 counties. 

The farm fire control corps is a coordi- 
nated program of the several State and Fed- 
eral agencies. With Assistant Extension 
Director Aubrey D. Gates as chairman of 
the State committee of Farm Fire Control 
Corps, the other members of the commit- 
tee are: L. A. Henry, secretary of the De- 
fense Council of Arkansas; Forest Super- 
visors Phillip H. Bryan and W. C. Branch; 
State Forester Fred H. Lang; H. A. Ritge- 
rod of the Fire Insurance Agencies, and 
I'xtension Forester Frederick J. Shulley 


HE purpose of the farm fire control 
corps is to organize and train farm 
folks as registered fire crews in neighbor- 
hoods for fire protection on the farmstead 
and in the farm timberland 
Every 15 minutes a farm building burns 
in the Nation. Intensive forest fire protec- 
tion has become an important element in 
national defense. In wartime, with the 
possibility of incendiary bombing and 
ground sabotage, the need for widespread 
civilian participation in the fight against 
fire is imperative 


The annual national loss from fires on 
farms and in rural communities amounts 
to 3,500 lives and 100 million dollars worth 
of property. Every farmer pays $16 a year 
aus a hidden fire tax. Each year 175,000 
forest. fires burn in the Nation. State 
Forester Fred Lang reports that 2,481 
forest fires burned 107,282 acres in the first 
3 months of this year in his protective 
area of the State. 

Volunteer crews of farm fire control 
corps are the third line of defense to the 
crews organized by the United States 
Forest. Service and the second line of de- 
fense to the crews organized by the Ar- 
kansas Forestry Commission. In other 
sections of Arkansas, these volunteer crews 
are the first line of defense 

Definite action has been taken by these 
neighborhood registered fire crews in ex- 
tinguishing fires which were destroying 
farm homes and in suppressing forest fires 
which were destroying valuable timber. 

Four members of the Teel Home Dem- 
onstration Club, Perry County, prepared 
food and took it to the men on the Rose 
Creek fire crew who had been working for 
3 days in February suppressing a 720-acre 
forest fire. The fire crew was assisted by 
Ted Hogan, Perry County ranger of the 
Arkansas Forestry Commission. The crew 
in extinguishing the fire saved a good farm- 
house, a barn with 1,000 bales of hay, 
another farm with 500 bales, and a vast 
acreage of timber. 

Otis Elliott, crew captain of the Beacon 
Hill fire crew, Sevier County, and 14 mem- 
bers, including several women, suppressed 
a forest fire in their neighborhood Febru- 
ary 14th, which was a particularly bad fire 
day. Several fires were burning, and Dis- 
trict Forester Curtis Coffman of the 
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Arkansas Forestry Commission was busy 
with his equipment and men suppressing 
these fires. When he arrived at the fire in 
the Beacon Hill neighborhood, he was re- 
lieved to find that. Mr. Flliott’s crew had 
the fire under control. Here is « fine ex- 
ample of how the volunteer crews of the 
farm fire control crops should be coor- 
dinated with the crews of the State or 
Federal fire-control systems. 

Alva Askew, home demonstration agent 
in Searey County, practices what she 
preaches. On her way from organizing the 
Pine Bluff fire crew, she discovered a 5- 
acre forest fire along the highway. She 
obtained four volunteers and directed the 
suppression of the fire, similar to the in- 
structions she gave the Pine Bluff crew. 


HE value of a ladder for farm build- 

ings was emphasized recently when an 
elderly lady, Mrs. Grover Campbell, of 
Lamar, Johnson County, hailed County 
Agent G. J. Greene as he was driving along 
the road. Mr. Campbell was away from 
home, and the three children were in 
school. She said her house was on fir 
Mr. Greene and a few other men formed a 
bucket line from the well to the foot of the 
ladder, up the ladder, and on to the roof 
They put out the fire and saved the home, 
but without the ladder it might have been 
a different story. In the Antioch com- 
munity of Perry County, the register di fire 
crew tried to put out a fire in a home. As 
there was no ladder available, the home 
with its contents burned. Although the 
fire was discovered while it was still very 
small, without a ladder it was impossible 
to carry water upon the roof fast cnough 
to put out the fire. 


(Continued on Page 19) 
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Volunteer Firemen may find them- 
selves faced with this emergency! 


NO piece of fire fighting apparatus has greater 

mobility, speed and hard hitting power than ete how 5-gallon tank strapped on the 
clear water INDIAN FIRE PUMPS. Off the _ ack leaves arms free and permits oper- 
truck smash the fire job’s over — back to ator to move about quickly in fighting the 
the station. If you have never used INDIANS _ fire. No need to drag a heavy extin 
you'll wonder how you ever managed without = suisher around by hand. Carrying straps 
them. Over 70% of your calls can be handled — 2re adjustable. 

with INDIAN FIRE PUMPS alone. 


wre ne 


VILLAGE OF WATERLOO ; e 
Seneca County, New York , ‘¥ __— 


: i i 3 : Gentlemen a - " FU 
ONLY ‘ ‘LEA R W AT ER l SED We have “Indian Fire Pumps” and have found them . 
; very useful particularly in the case of grass and brush raf ’ 
IS extremely important. No chemicals. No fires. They save us a lot of work in the “wiping up” after <A 
rey harges R i 7 the other lines are shut off in taking care of smoldering vi 
IND . ead what Chief Green says about paper or rags, etc., by eliminating the necessity of drag- : N 
IANS ; ging a line around to do this work. The ease of carrying Fan 
oO an ) rT Pm » r > : : d " 
will | id order yours now. We know you them around and of their operation make them a valuable Ne “4 ry 
more than satisfied with the great work which accessory on our trucks. ro 
they do. Catal 


This 


5 : Very truly yours, 
z sent on request. Write today! James E. Green, Fire Chief. 
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Pence Rounds Out Twelfth Year 
With Stillwater Department 


Proof that the Chief in a Small City 
Can Set the Pace for the Big City Boys 


FIREMAN at heart, a fireman in 

reality — a punching, driving, work- 

ing fire chief whose department and leader- 

ship have built character in men and de- 

veloped the nation’s finest young firemen 
— that’s Chief J. Ray Pence. 

Admired and respected by the young 
men in training under him and the scores 
who have completed their training and 
now are in highly responsible positions in 
the field of firemanship; in the nation’s 
armed forces; and in many phases of 
civilian activity for the war effort, Chief 
Pence has recently rounded out his twelfth 
year as head of the Stillwater, Oklahoma 
fire department. 

Born in a mountainous region of Arizona, 
Pence left home when he was twelve years 
old and went to Alaska, making his own 
way there for eighteen months before re- 
turning to the States to work at odd jobs 
for four years. Then he got into the auto 
racing game, for which he still bears some 
scars and a few missing teeth. 

He went from that into work as a me- 
chanic and machinist, which he followed 
until adopting his new profession of fire- 
man. As a mechanic, he spent several 
months in Chile, South America, in the 
employment of a gold mining concern serv- 
icing twenty-five trucks. 

He really became a fireman at Healdton, 
Oklahoma. He had established a machine 
shop in that town. Oil was plentiful, and 
the little farming town suddenly became a 
boom town. Frame buildings sprang up, 
and oil field workers moved in. One night 
Pence and scores of other Healdton resi- 
dents stood and watched the town’s new- 
est hotel burn to the ground. The hotel 
had been opened only that day. 


+ 


Several other of the town’s largest and 
best buildings had met the same fate be- 
cause there was no fire department. He 
decided that night to start his own fire 
department. Several large oil companies 
were operating there, and their fire loss 
had been heavy. He approached company 
officials with the proposition that if they 
would get together and buy a truck, he 
would keep it in his machine shop, organ- 
ize a volunteer department, and try to do 
something to stop the disastrous fires. 
The companies liked the idea, so they 
bought Pence a truck and _ firefighting 
equipment. A volunteer department was 
formed and firefighting was started on an 
organized scale in Healdton. 

With the retirement of the veteran chief, 
John Slack, of the Stillwater Fire Depart- 
ment in July, 1931, Stillwater officials were 
casting about for a good man to take his 
place. They picked Pence and offered him 
the job. He accepted, and arrived at Still- 
water July 15, 1931, to take over. 

Bringing with him the modern tech- 
niques of fire fighting, and the ambition to 


build a department second to none its size, 
Pence has elevated the Stillwater depart- 
ment to one of high reputation in firemanic 
circles. He was a moving inspiration in 
establishing at Oklahoma A. & M. College 
in Stillwater the “West Point of Fireman- 


” 


ship.” It is the only firemanship training 
course on a college or university campus 
in the world offering college credit —a 
course that now is housed in a $100,000 
modern building. 

Early in the morning of July 15, 1931, 
Chief J. Ray Pence made his debut in 
the City of Stillwater, Oklahoma, a city 
of which he knew very little. 


of 1942. A story about this fire fighting unit appears in this article. 
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He was sitting in a coffee sho) drinking 
a cup of java when the shrill whine of the 
fire siren was heard by the Chief and his 
companion. ‘“‘Let’s go,” said the Chief, 
‘“‘Where?’’, said the other member of the 
party. “I don’t know yet but we'll follow 
the trucks,” and they were off in the old 
F'ssex sedan headed north by west. They 
found the fire all right. The alarm had 
been turned in at the Administration 
Building on the A. & M. College Campus 

The firemen saw no smoke, but noticed 
a strange man approaching with a white 
cap. Naturally, being used to the insignia 
of rank in the fire service, they recognized 
the man as the newly appointed fire chief. 
The firemen on duty thought that the new 
chief was just trying them out to see how 
much time it would take for them to make 
such a call. 

‘“‘Where’s the fire?” asked the Chief, as 
he walked closer. The firemen chuckled to 
themselves, proud that they had made a 
fair display for their new boss and started 
to make introductions. Chief Pence 
thought by this time that the department 
had heard that he was in town and were 
just giving him a show and display as to 
their ability. A few seconds passed before 
they all realized that the alarm was not 
false and the department went into action. 

They found the fire confined to a small 
room on an upper floor of the building. 
The Chief called for a 14-inch line of hose. 
There was none available so the fire was 
extinguished with a 24-inch line of hose, 
the fire being out, a clean-up job was 
ordered. No clean-up tools were available, 
so the water was left on the floor and the 
debris scattered all over the place. 


FTER that fire, a training program 

was immediately set into operation. 
Numerous pieces of auxiliary equipment 
were added to the department. A group of 
students from the A. & M. College was put 
on the department and given training. 
Later in the year the department was 
doing inspections in the business district 
of the city, something entirely new to 
them. 

The State fire school, then without 4 
sponsor, was held at the Central Fire Sta 
tion in Stillwater. Chief Harry K. ‘Smoky 
Rogers, of the Western Actuaria! Bureau 
of Chicago, Illinois was brought on to do 
the instruction work. For the next two 
consecutive years this school was held for 
the firemen of the State of Oklahoma, 
sponsored and financed by the Stillwater 
Fire Department. 





Duriny the year 1934 the department 
focused most of its time and effort toward 
the lowering of insurance rates for its prop- p 9 0 T r C T YQ J “ c J 4 M E N T 
erty owners. By request from the Still- 
water Fire Department to the Oklahoma 


Inspection Bureau, the City was re-rated, W | T 4 T fa t 


bringing a reduction in insurance rates 


from eighth class to sixth class, meaning a 
54% reduction in residences and a 20% 
reduction for business properties. 


One of the chief factors that brought 
about this reduction in rates was the addi- 
tion of the No. 4 ladder truck to the de- The simplest and most effective way to protect your 
partment. Asst. Chief Everett Hudiburg The Fury is equipment, as well as the property of others, is to 
tells how the ladder truck was acquired. stall fits install the unmistakable warning signal—the 

FEDERAL Fury Exhaust Whistle. 
get a large sum of money for a service Its tone, clear, powerful, and penetrating, clears 
ladder truck yet in order to get this reduc- the way for blocks ahead. 
Easy to install—simple to operate—sturdily built, 

the Fury will give many years of service. 


“Tt was out of the question to hope to 


tion in the insurance rates we had to have 
one. Through the ability of Chief Pence 
as a salesman, we were successful in get- 
ting the College to buy the lumber neces- 
sary for the ladders. Having had a car- For those communities which do not prohibit the use of 
penter on the department, we borrowed sirens, FEDERAL offers a wide variety of electric sirens. 
all of the high school’s woodworking equip- 

ment and moved it to the Central Fire WwW R 1 T rs & oO R Rg uy L L = Ti BM e 
Station during the summer of 1934. ® 


“The ladders were built to factory 


specifications. Now, we had the ladders . . . 
and nothing to put them on, so we bought ‘ FEDERAL ELECTRIC C0. Inc. 
a White motor truck previously used for ' x: ; ; do . 
railway express delivery; we cut it in the SIREN HEAD Qo UARTER ay ; 


middle, udded thirteen feet in its mid- 

section and it was ready to be dolled up. we WAT TTT Chas ary ly 
“No money was available, so the de- 

partment took a contract to haul some 

steel for a construction company, using 

this long-drawn-out truck for the job, and 

made enough money to put a new Ford 

V8 cab, radiator and fenders on our truck. 


A paint job came next and then the lad- Cy 3 ’ FIRE HOSE DRYERS Preferred 


ders were mounted. This may sound like -_ . r 
\botehed-up job to anyone who hasn't [ry AAunicipal, Industrial & Military Fire Service 
seen this truck, so I invite your attention ’ 
to the illustration which shows how it *« * * * *« * These Modern Dryers 
looks after nine years of service.” are doing a fine job of conserving America’s Hose Supply in Army 
It was during 1934 that Chief Pence Posts, Navy Yards, Naval Air Stations, Marine Stations, Ordnance 
started attending the Fire Department Works, Ammunition Depots, Airplane Factories, Tank Arsenals, 
Instructors Conference at Memphis, Tenn. Steel Mills, Shipyards, Engine and Propeller Plants, Chemical and 
Every year for the past ten years he has Electrical Works as well as in Cities, Towns and Villages throughout 
been active in this conference and has pre- the “‘Arsenal of Democracy.”’ 
sented many interesting and instructive 


sures of study on its program Preferred Because: * * * 

Assistant Chief Hudiburg says, 

“Chief Pence’s dream of the finest fire They save RUBBER and COTTON .. . They 
ervice training school in the country was are compact in size and require very little 
brought to reality about the middle of floor space. ... Their quick-drying rate lessens 
July, 1938. It was probably the most out- the need for large reserve hose supplies. . . . 
standing ace ishment in his career. ‘ . : eid 
ss = ee = ¥ a 7 a c i They improve new station design by eliminat- 

ring ) nent, erected to ’ % 
ideals which he has been fighting for for ing costly towers and unsightly hose racks .. . 
more than a decade. are easier to use and economical in service . . . 
“He hos a reason to be proud, yetinhis and... they make good hose last longer by 


humble \ay he always gives some other air-conditioning as they dry. 
person credit for having had the idea. It 


8 true that no one man could have ac- 


‘omplishd such a feat, but I sometimes 
shudder io think what shape we might ; 
have been in if Ray Pence had not been TH 2 | a o a O x PO 4 we O a 
sent here to develop our fire department.” - 
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NEW 600.2 NOZZLE HIGH 
PUTS OUT FIRES FASTER 





FIRE KNOCKED DOWN in 30 seconds and completely out 
with less than 500 gallons of water, after low pressure had 
failed and firemen had given the building up for lost. Had 


it not been for FMC High Pressure, this building would 
have burned to the ground, 


seger-lock 
FMC FIRE FIGHTER GUN... era) oid 
un releasing close-up fog fee me rome 
saute turn of adjusting barre , poorer 
s stream to any degree of fog ae 
a kes the pressure; the - : 
ht fire with this su" 
j ne man can fig _. 
ert en one 3/4-inch hose aie 
= b poked into cellars, attics, pa 
can be 
and other hard-to-get-at places. 


Manufacturers of 

high pressure crash 

trucks for gasoline 4 
fires and decontamina- 

tors for war use. 


y FOOD MACHINERY 
JOHN BEAN MFG. CO. DIVISION, 744 HAZEL ST., LANSING, MICHIGAN 
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RESSURE FIRE FIGHTER 
WITH 90% LESS WATER ! 


10 to 35 Times More Effective Than Low Pressure . . . Extinguishes 
95%, to 98%, of Fires with Little or No Water Damage 


High pressure atomization (600 pounds at the nozzle, 750 to 800 
pounds at the pump) is the most modern and effective technique 
ever used in fire fighting. It is 10 to 35 times more efficient than 
low pressure—and as much faster—and will put fires out with 
little or no water damage. The FMC Fog Fire Fighter is effective 

uld Fight on all types of fires. Available for most types of trucks. High pres- 

Why You Sho sure “fog” from one gallon of water will absorb 10 to 35 times 

7 Reasons ¢ High Pressure as much heat as the same amount of low pressure water. It has an 

Fires with FM os extraordinary cooling and smothering effect, has a tendency to 
Equipme 


_ blow the fire out, and prevent re-ignition. 
e han jow= 

ffective * 

s more © 


35 time Reduce Fire Losses . . . Equip with this Modern Protection! FMC Fog 

itt. Fire Fighters are built in several models—light, compact, low cost 
‘ 0% less —with power take-off units assuring ample power for operating 
9. Puts ovt fires scnane tl the pump, with varying water supply and with complete equip- 
» of all ea ment. Get in touch with us today with a view to modernizing your 
dens to 400 gal equipment as soon as the war is over. Write John Bean Mfg. Co., 
ie taking water 744 Hazel St., Lansing, Michigan or Bean-Cutler Division of Food 

Machinery Corporation, 444 Julian Street, San Jose, Calif. 


1 10 to 
ressure- ‘ 
F faster with 9 


put out with 


3, 95% to 98” 
* iittle or no wate 


water suppl 
attachmen 


ained fire- 


Come = 6 
: fighting eavipme” 


6. Light weight. 


ound fire ui? 
7. low cost for all-ar les 
protection. 4 


THE FMC Fog Fire-Fighter 
Truck ... Standard equip- 
ment includes 300-gallon 


ae 
water tank, two lengths of 
hose and two Fog Fire Guns 
of 30-gallons per minute 
capacity giving 60 G.P.M 
at 600 lbs. nozzle pressure 
CORPORATION 


BEAN-CUTLER DIVISION, 444 JULIAN ST., SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 


i 


Volunteer Firemen for October 1943 








->ZzZoOonryrmn 


In October, at the approach of freezing 
weather, a special inspection should be made 
of each building, its sprinkler system and its 
water supplies, to make sure that all condi- | 
tions are proper for winter service and that all 
precautions are taken to prevent the impair- 
ment of the sprinkler protection by freezing. 


Control valves should be checked to make | 
sure that they are open and properly secured. | 
Post indicator valves should be examined to 
make sure that they are properly oiled and 
turn easily and that there is no leakage around 
the stem. 


Cold weather valves should be closed and the 
exposed pipes drained out. The drain valves on 
the exposed piping should be left slightly open. 


Dry pipe valves should be checked to make 
sure that the systems are holding air properly | 
and that the electric and water motor alarms | 
are in order. The drains at low points of the 
dry piping should be checked to make sure 
that they are properly clear of water. The 
heating provisions for the dry valve should be 
checked. 





| 


Alarm valves should be tested for operative 
condition, and the valves or cocks controlling 
the alarm devices should be secured in the 
proper position. 


The gravity tank and its protection against 
freezing should be checked, and the heat- 


ing system should be tested for operative 
condition. 


Fire pump rooms should be checked for 
proper condition. Attention should be given 
to the intake and suction reservoir. 


Buildings should be looked over to make 
sure that windows, skylights, doors, venti- 
lators, etc., are in proper repair and that cold 
air will not enter nor unduly expose sprinkler | 
piping to freezing. Heating equipment should 
be made ready for winter service. Special care 
should be given to the heating of any idle or 
vacant portions. Arrangements should be | 
made for adequate maintenance of heat in | 
extreme weather, at night, and on Sundays | 
and holidays. 


Discover it 


Before Fire Comes! | 


AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER COMPANY 


Volunteers Fight Big 
McKeesport, Pa. Blaze 


oo firemen 
from Port Vue and Dra- 
vosburg helped regular Me- 
Keesport firemen and their 
auxiliaries fight a fire that 
swept the upper floors of a 
G. C. Murphy Co. five and 
ten cent store. The blaze 
which caused more than 
$268,000 damage was one of 
the largest mercantile losses 
to occur in the United States 
during the past summer. 

Much of the damage was 
due to the susceptibility of 
the merchandise to fire and 
water loss, although the fire 
department, under Chief 
James McAllister, did good 
work in covering restaurant 
furniture and as much of the 
merchandise as could be pro- 
tected with the 27 salvage 
covers that were available. 

The fire, which apparently 
started in a third-floor stock 
room, was discovered — at 
12:23 a.m. by a night worker 
at a nearby war plant. The 
city fire department re- 
sponded with 6 engine and 2 
ladder companies and 9 hose 
streams were placed in serv- 
ice. Forty-four fire fighters 
were overcome by smoke and 
gases. 


Disaster Strikes 


New Jersey War Plant 


A tremendous explosion, killing at least 12 persons, caused property loss that ma) reach 

$2,000,000 at the plant of Congoleum-Nairn Company, Kearny, N. J., on August 1’. 1943. 

The process consisted of waterproofing of fabric for the army using a linseed oi! watet- 

proofing compound dissolved in naphtha. Apparently naphtha vapors exploded. W hile 

there was some ventilation provided there was apparently nothing in the nature of explo- 
sion venting at the tops of the drying cells. 


2035 Washington Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 
AACE ET ENS 
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FDR Proclaims 
Fire Prevention Week 


RESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, 
has designated the week of October 3d 
to 9th as Fire Prevention Week. 


PROCLAMATION 


This Nation’s war program is menaced 
by an alarming increase in preventable fire 
losses. Since Pearl Harbor the destruction 
caused by fire in the United States has 
been comparable to the damage caused by 
all enemy bombing over England during 
the first two years of the war. The loss to 
this Nation is just as real as if the destruc- 
tion had been wrought by enemy bombers 
over America, or by saboteurs. 

These preventable fires are being meas- 
ured in thousands of workers killed and dis- 
abled; vast destruction of critical raw ma- 
terials, food, and other vital supplies for 
our armed forces and civilian population; 
the ruin of war plants, factories, homes, 
and machinery —in many cases for the 
duration of the war. Fires are bringing 
costly delays in the production and trans- 
portation of airplanes, ships, tanks, and 
guns — delays that mean a postponement 
of victory and the lives of many of our men 
on the fighting fronts. 

Today it is vitally necessary that we 
prevent destructive fire. Every State in 
the Union shares this responsibility. Every 
community must make an extra and 
thorough effort to detect and eliminate fire 
hazards. Only by this united endeavor 
can America guard her productive power 
against fire and eliminate a major hazard 
that threatens seriously to reduce supplies 
of war materials, food, clothing, and other 
essentials required by our fighting men 
overseas and by our civilians at home. 
The cause was never so clear; the need 
was never so great. 

Now, TuHererore, I, FRANKLIN D. 
RoosEvELT, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate the week 
beginning October 3, 1943, as Fire Pre- 
vention Week. I earnestly request the 
people of the country to take unusually 
active measures during that week, and 
throughout the year, to conserve our hu- 
man and material resources from destruc- 
tion by fire. I call upon State and local 
governments, the Chamber of Commerce 
of the United States, the National Fire 
Waste Council, upon all business and labor 
organizations, the pulpit, educators, civic 
groups, the press, the radio, and the mo- 
lion-picture industry to initiate programs 
that will vividly bring home to all our 
people the dangers of fire and the methods 
of controlling it. Further, I direct the 
Office of Civilian Defense, the Department 
of Agriculture, the War Production Board, 
the protective services of the War and 
Navy Departments, and other appropriate 
Federal agencies to lend their active sup- 
port and assistance to the attainment of 
these objectives. 

IN WITNFSS WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and caused the seal 
of the United States of America to be 
affixed. 

DON} at the City of Washington this 
thirtieth lay of August, in the year of our 

4rd nineteen hundred and forty-three, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the one hundred and 
Sixty-eig] th 


t\ANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
By the P) esident: 


Corp. Huu 
Seer ‘ary of State 


MIDWESTERN FIREMEN’S SUIT 


Combination Suit: Coat and 
Pants With Detachable Linings 


2 3 4 

Special combination suit of 
Midwestern Rubberized Coat 
and Bunker Pants, with de- 
tachable wool linings. Flex- 
ible elastic inner sleeve for 
wrist. Keeps out water, cold 
and sparks. All Midwestern 
coats are so equipped. The 
coat with Bunker pants below 
are Midwestern’s outfit No. 
101. 


1—Adjustable collar strap. 
2—Reinforced collar band 
for lining. 
Lining attached’ with 
quick snap buttons. 
Corduroy lined collar. 
Reinforced, double 
stitched seams. 
Reinforced by rivets at 
points of strain. 
Verticle seams in sleeve 
shoulders. 
Inside of fabric, heavily 
napped cloth. 
Midwestern safety snaps. 
‘Two outside pockets. 
Midwestern’s Special 
Vanitex fabrics. 
Lining edges reinforced 
with rubberized fabric. 
—Wool detachable lining. 


-6-inch storm flap. 
13 12 


BUNKER PANTS 


1—Lining held by snap buttons. 

2—Rubberized fabric belt in lining. 
Eight suspender buttons. 
Safety snap on belt. 


Two side and one hip pocket. 
Wool lining. 
Reinforced adjustable belt. 
Midwestern’s Special Vanitex fabrics. 
Wide protecting flap. 
Reinforced by rivets. 
11—Cloth crotch pads for pole sliding. 
12—Reinforced double stitched seams. 


This wool lining can be added to any Midwestern 
Bunker Pants at a small additional cost. 


BUY His BUY 
WAR ft WAR 
BONDS BONDS 


MIDWESTERN MFG. CO. 


Mackinaw, Illinois 


See your local Midwestern 
Distributor for prices and 
literature, or write 
the factory. 
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MASTER * LIGHTS 


AUTOMATIC 


EMERGENCY LIGHT 
(Type DUL) 


PREVENT PANICS AND TRAGEDY 
@ Theatres @ Halls @ Lodges 
@ Defense Plants @ Churches 
@ Key Positions @ Control Rooms 
@ Night Clubs @ Restaurants 
“AUTOMATIC WHEN 

OTHER LIGHTS FAIL” 
=> NO TRICKLE CHARGER NEEDED 


25,000 
c. p. 
& 


76 oz. 
Lightest 
Made 


FOR FIREMEN 
POLICE AND WATCHMEN 


HAS ALL NIGHT (15 HOUR) 
SERVICE AND HICH POWER 
(5 HOUR) FILAMENTS 


SPARE BATTERY INSERTED 
IN TEN SECONDS 


* 
MOST POWERFUL—FINEST 


Write for 
Emergency Lighting Bulletin 


ti te 
UNS ee Lt 


y 168 SIDNEY ST., 
CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS. 


International 


FRONT 


The Same Fire! 


There's a Second Front” to Every Fire 
By Warren Y. Kimball 


CARDINAL point that must always 

be remembered when placing fire 
crews or companies at a fire is not to neg- 
lect the rear of a burning building. Fire- 
men in tenement and apartment house 
districts know that most of the loss of life 
occurs in the rear portions of such strue- 
tures. All too often the first-alarm com- 
panies find themselves immediately fully 
engaged at the front of a building, and the 
rear of the fire is not attacked until second 
and third alarm apparatus arrives. 

The writer recalls one instance when fire 
involved a grandstand under construction 
at a baseball park. Although the response 
to the first alarm consisted of four engine 
and two ladder companies, the entire first 
alarm force and later the second alarm 
companies were assigned to positions at 
the front of the fire. Their efforts were de- 
voted largely to the job of protecting a 
fire resistive garage building. No ap- 
paratus was sent to the rear of the fire 
area until third alarm companies arrived 
from a considerable distance. By this 
time the heat was so great that the fire 
jumped across a street at the rear of the 
ball park and destroyed three business 
buildings of brick construction. 

One reason why the rear of a burning 
building is often neglected is that some 
fire officers place their equipment where it 
will make the greatest impression upon 
the crowd that has gathered to witness the 
blaze. A good stop made in preventing a 
bad blaze from jumping an alleyway in 
the rear of a building is usually unheralded 
because it is known only to the fire fighters 
themselves. The slightest accomplish- 
ment of a spectacular nature at the street 
front of the same structure draws the 
“Ohs and ahs” of the crowds. One classic 
example is described in a fire report in the 
N.F.P.A. files. A fire chief and his assist- 
ant chief had a bitter argument as to 
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whether to mass all of the department's 
equipment at the front of «a burning busi- 
ness block where it could be admired by 
the taxpayers, or to run lines into the 
building at the rear of the structure where 
the fire was actually located. The fire 
chief won his point and the apparatus was 
placed where the publie could get the best 
view, but the building was burned out. 

The writer recalls a night fire that swept 
an old garage. Three alarms were sounded 
At the front of the structure, hose trucks 
with wagon pipes were lined up hub-to-hub 
hurling tons of water into the building 
under the glare of numerous floodlights, 
and applauded by an approving throng 
At the rear of the fire there was but a 
single hose crew struggling to protect a 
row of three-story wooden tenements. It 
was some forty minutes before any chief 
officer was curious enough to take a walk 
to the rear of the building. 


NE large fire department realizing the 

importance of protecting both the 
front and rear at any fire (not to mention 
the side exposures) assigns compzanies to 
positions according to their order on the 
running card for the box sounded for the 
fire. Thus the company first due at the box 
takes the No. 1 position, which is usually 
the front entrance. The second due com- 
pany, according to this plan, usually gets 
above the fire at the front of the building. 
The third engine company automatically 
goes to the rear unless given other orders 
upon arrival. The first ladder company 
takes the front and the second ladder com- 
pany takes the rear. If only on ladder 
company is assigned the order ts given 
“ladder the building” and the company 
splits into two groups and covers both 
positions. Careful check also is 1 rade by 
squad company members to see that fire Is 
not extending into exposures at either side. 
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Farm Fire Control Corps 
Works in Arkansas 


Continued from Page 10) 


oe registered fire crews of the 
farm fire control corps have been organ- 
ied in Johnson County. Assistance was 
obtained from Lurline Cagle, home dem- 
Bruce Alter, district 
forester, and Warren Stewart, of the Soil 


onstration agent, 


Conservation Service. 

The crews in Stone County suppressed 
five forest fires this spring. The Rich- 
woods town fire chief instructed the fire 
crews in methods of fighting house and 
barn fires 

One Sunday afternoon in December, the 
Pine Ridge fire crew of Polk County went 
into action with 10 members present. The 
crew captain was notified of the outbreak 
of the fire and summoned the other mem- 
bers as quickly as possible. This fire was 
endangering a thousand acres of timber 
but was brought under control after it 
burned over 7 acres. The crew used hose, 
garden rakes, shovels, and axes in sup- 
pressing this fire, and worked 3 hours. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eli Jordan, 4-H Club 
leaders in Gilbert: neighborhood, Searcy 
County, were responsible for the organiza- 
tion of the first registered fire crew in the 
State, July 18, 1942. They attended a 
“mock fire’ demonstration at a district 
forestry meeting in the spring of 1941. 
Later, they arranged for the same demon- 
stration for their county 4-H rally and 
their neighborhood 4-H Club. In the fall 
of 1941, they bought five council fire rakes 
and organized a fire-fighting crew. Their 
eflorts and interest paved the way for this 
first registered fire crew of the farm fire- 
control corps. 

A concentrated effort to organize reg- 
istered fire crews was made in Searcy 
County by Home Demonstration Agent 
Alva Askew and County Agent C. W. 
Bedell. Miss Askew included it as a defi- 
nite demonstration to be given in each of 
the 20 home demonstration clubs in the 


Internat ll 


county this past March. Mr. Bedell, at 
the joint neighborhood meetings with the 
women, developed the crews from the 
farmers, under the leadership of local farm 
bureaus. By this joint work, 12 registered 
fire crews have been organized. 

One of the best meetings held was when 
the number four and five crews of the 
corps in the State were organized with the 
Beech Grove and the Cass crews in Frank- 
lin County September 23d last year. This 
was really a forestry meeting out in the 
About 60 farm folks, men and 
women and boys and girls, met along a 
country road with representatives of the 
United States Forest Service, Soil Con- 


forest. 


servation Service, and Extension Service. 
People from two neighborhoods were 
present, so a crew was organized for each 
neighborhood. Each crew elected a man 
as crew captain and a woman as assistant 
crew captain. Troy Curtis, ranger of 
Ozark National Forest, had fire tools 
available. He equipped the two crews 
with fire rakes and then had a mock fire 
demonstration. All participated very en- 
thustically in this demonstration. 

Kighteen registered fire crews, under 
crew captains, of the farm fire control 
corps, were organized, comprising 235 men 
in 53 neighborhoods. A mock fire demon- 
stration was held in each ranger’s district 
as a training meeting on prevention and 
control of forest fires. Two hundred and 
nine school children received training in 
this work. 

Knoch Reaves, captain of Cave Creek 
crew, Independence County, showed his 
initiative by deciding to use Mrs. Modlin’s 
dinner bell as a fire signal for the crew 
members. He is also planning to make fire 
rakes from old mower cutter bars. 

The Shark crew, Yell County, agreed 
that each member should have some type 
of gong (bell, circular saw, piece of grader 
blade), a ladder, a bucket, and a barrel of 
water available at all times. They decided 
to check within 3 weeks to see if every 
member is qualifying as to this fire-fighting 
equipment. 


Fifty-fovr men, mostly aged pensioners and transients, died in a fire that swept the old 
Gulf Hotel occupying the upper floors of a mercantile building in downtown Houston, 


Texas, 


12:45 a.m. on the night of September 7th. The cause of the blaze, believed to 


have started in a storeroom, has not been announced. 


Clnncuncing dows 


$3.00 
te Oaeaid 


E for 


INDISPENSABL 


fire chiefs and other offi- 
cers, fire marshals, and fire 
inspectors. 


Order Now! 


WOU Ma aaa AU S| 


60 Batterymarch. Street 
BOSTON 10, MASS. 


For more than a quarter cf a century this Fyr-Fyter 

Trade Mark has been the symbol of dependable 

fire protection. Today Fyr-Fyter is performing the 

biggest job in its career. Increased Fyr-Fyter pro- 

duction facilities are engaged in 100°, war work 

Our entire output is going to the Armed Forces 

War Production Plants and other Ceneerns and 

Institutions classed as essential to the war effort 
When victory iss won, we 

will have an improved and 

enlarged line of Fyr-Fyter 

extinguishers that will con 

tribute even more than ever 

before to America’s protec 

tion against fire 


THE FYR-FYTER CO. 


Dayton 1, 
Ohio 


wf 
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IVMALATOR 


The world’s most popular life-saving 
instrument for victims of smoke, gas, 
electric shock and drowning, the famous 
H-H Inhalator to be used in conjunc- 
tion with artificial respiration has 
everything the war-time firefighter re- 
quires. Auxiliary firemen may be 
trained quickly in the instrument’s 
use — operation is simple and readily 
understood. Full details in Bulletin 
No. CA-9, free on request. 


Approved by the Association of 
Police and Fire Surgeons and 
American Gas Association. Ac- 
cepted by the Council on Physical 
Therapy of the American Medical 
Association. 


WA al he 


Braddock, Thomas & Meade Sts. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


VMS Pt tM eco y ey 


Federal Works Agency Provides Fire Equipment 


UDDEN heavy shifts in population 

have marked the National Defense 
Effort. Towns and villages equipped to 
serve fairly static community life found 
themselves suddenly expanded by a war- 
boom. The Federal Works Agency was 
charged with the task of providing shelter 
for war workers and their families. Also 
under an act of Congress the FWA was 
charged with the “defense, health, and 
security” of these war workers. With the 
rise of housing projects and the building of 
industrial plants the need for more ade- 
quate fire protection was felt in many com- 
munities to which the war had brought 
additional fire hazards. The FWA has 
made Federal contributions approximating 
$3,500,000 for 126 projects for fire and 
police protection in war-communities. 


Federal Works Agency photos 


OCD Reports Distribution 


of Fire Equipment 
M' )RE than 25,000 shipments of equip- 


ment to protect American cities 
against fire, sabotage and possible air raids 
have been made by the U. S. Office of 


Civilian Defense since its equipment pro- 
curement program was authorized by Con- 
gress about a year and a half ago. 

During August, James M. Landis, at 
that time Director of OCD, issued shipping 
directive No. 25,000 that happened to be 
an issue of 14-inch fire hose for Uxbridge, 
Mass. The first shipping orders were 
issued in April, 1942, following an appro- 
priation by Congress of $100,000,000 for 
protection equipment. Shipments have 
been sent out at an average of 350 per week. 

By July, 1943, equipment already 
shipped included more than 1,350 miles of 
14-inch and 2%-inch fire hose; approxi- 
mately 11,500 gasoline operated fire pumps; 
more than a million gas masks; almost 
2,000,000 helmets for civilian defense 
workers, and more than 2,000,000 pump- 
tank fire extinguishers. 
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The picture below shows a new | ire house 
provided at Sidney, N. Y., and alo shown 
is one of the old fire stations rej \aced by 
the new structure. This community was 
also furnished a new 500-gallon pimper to 
supplement its regular fire appar: (us, 


County Fire Schools 
Held in Maine 


HE Maine State Office of Civilian De- 

fense reports that encouraged by the 
success of fire schools held in Aroostook 
and Washington Counties, plans have been 
made for one-day fire schools for York, 
Kennebec, and Piscataquis Counties. The 
first school was to be at Saco on Septem- 
ber 19th, the second at Augusta on Sep- 
tember 26th, and the third at Milo on 
October 10th. 


New Text 


HE Fire Service Department of the 
British Home Office has issued a 250- 
page, illustrated book, entitled, ‘Manual 
of Firemanship,”’ Part 1. This is «n inter 
esting and well-prepared manual that 
covers British fire-fighting methods and 
appliances. 
Copies of the book may be obtained from 
the British Information Service, 3!) Rocke- 
feller Plaza, New York 20, New York. 


Price: 75 cents. 
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Ancient Fire Engine 
to Appear in Movies 


EPORTEDLY the oldest active fire 

engine in the country is still in service 
in Columbia, California. It is shown in 
“Cactus Artist,’’ a Universal Person- 
(ddity, soon to be released throughout the 
country. The old engine is known as the 
“Papeete.” 

It was built in Boston in 1852 on order 
for the King of the Sandwich Islands, now 
our Territory of Hawaii. The Papeete was 
shipped by clipper around Cape Horn. But 
the captain and crew of the clipper caught 
the gold fever and changed their course to 
San Francisco where the pumper lay in 
port until bought by the rip-roaring town 
of Columbia. 

At that time, the town had a population 
of forty thousand, but the hundred and 
fifty people who live there today are 
prouder than ever of the oldest fire engine 
till in use. And especially proud is John 
Nash, who is 91 years old and the oldest 
fire chief in the United States. 


<RADE MARK 


REG. U.S, paT.OFF 


Specialists in Public Safety 
Manufacturers of Emergency Signaling Systems 


FIRE ALARM 

POLICE SIGNALING 

AIR RAID WARNING 

INDUSTRIAL FIRE ALARM 
AUTOMATIC FIRE DETECTION 
FIRE G WATCHMEN SUPERVISORY 


Two thousand municipalities, several thousand industrial plants and 
many of the largest institutions now use Gamewell Systems for the pro- 


tection of life and property and to ensure the permanency of established 
business. 


We freely cooperate in planning protective Signaling Systems. 


‘THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


NEWTON UPPER FALLS, MASSACHUSETTS 








' loss in needed buildings 


and equipment 


OSS in man power through 


injuries and shut downs 


28G. U. 5. Pat. OFF. 


protects against fire hazard 


It is recognized by Industry, the Army and Navy. It has 
proved its worth after exhaustive tests by UNDERWRITERS 
LABORATORIES, INC. and in the private laboratories of indus- 
trial research. Its ease of application — all that is necessary 
is to brush or spray it on the combustible surface — makes 
it possible to treat all combustible interior building sur- 
faces and framing in structures ranging from the hundred 

dollar garage to the million dollar war plant. 
Write for complete information on the only “labeled” fire 
retardant coating material available to the 


war plant, the civilian plant and the private 
dwelling. 


THE ONLY FIRE RETARDANT COATING 
MATERIAL LISTED AND APPROVED BY 


ndeears Faborcors , % Abi Firepel Corporation 


AGAINST FIRE HAZARD 9 Park Place + New York 7, N. Y. 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
N.F.P.A. Volunteer Firemen’s Section 


WHY JOIN 
THE N.F.P.A.? 


| AST month 25 fire departments with 





That's a reasonable 


question, and here's 


the answer! 


N.F.P.A. membership brings you 
up-to-the-minute authoritative in- 
formation on fire and fire protection. 
In a war of fire, that is the basic rea- 
son for joining the N.F.P.A. Mem- 
bership marks you as a progressive, 
thinking fire department, not con- 
tent to just drift along and depend 
upon chance for your professional 
news and technical information. In 
these days of rising costs and re- 
duced dollar value, N.F.P.A. mem- 
bership is one of the biggest bargains 
you'll find anywhere. Fire depart- 
ment members who joined one year 
ago have received nearly $30.00 
worth of books, magazines, and 
pamphlets for their $10.00 annual 
dues. Here is a partial list of what 
they got: 


VOLUNTEER FIREMEN 
(10 subscriptions for 12 months) 
N.F.P.A. Quarterly 
(1 years’ subscription) 
Monthly News-Letter 
(up-to-date information) 
Nat'l Fire Codes for Extinguish- 
ing & Alarm Equipment 
National Fire Codes for the Pre- 
vention for Dust Explosions 
Nat’l Fire Codes for Flammable 
Liquids, Gases, Chemicals and 
Explosives 
Proceedings of Annual Meeting 
Training Manual for 
Industrial Fire Brigades 
Volunteer Fire Departments 
Fire Department Organization 
National Defense Fires 
Fires in One Year of War 
Normandie Fire Report 
Cocoanut Grove Fire Report 
Sprinkler Protection in War 
Industries 
Advance Reports of Technical 
Committees 
Safeguarding Gas Appliances 
Fall River Rubber Fire 
Fighting Airplane Crash Fires 
Fire Record of Cities 
Table of Hazardous Chemicals 
Water Spray Protection 
Trucks for Auxiliary Fire 
Apparatus 
Fire Retardant Treatments for 
Wood 
Several New N.F.P.A. Standards 
Fire Prevention Week Supplies 
Numerous Leaflets and Posters 


JOIN NOW! 


National Fire Protection Assn. 


60 Batterymarch St. 
Boston 10, Mass. 


259 men were newly enrolled in the 
N.F.P.A. Volunteer Firemen’s Section 
which now has a total of 933 departments 
with 17,902 firemen enrolled. The new 
members are listed below: 


Post Fire Department, Fort McClellan, 
Alabama 

Galt Volunteer Fire Department, Galt, Cali- 
fornia 

Post Engineer, Augusta Arsenal, Augusta, 
Georgia 

Post Engineer, Camp Gordon, Augusta, 
Georgia 

Homewood Fire Department, Homewood, 
Illinois 

Fort Scott Fire Department, Fort Scott, 
Kansas 

Wathena Fire Department, Wathena, Kansas 

Cresaptown Fire Department, Cresaptown, 
Maryland 

Community Fire Company, Inc., Linthiem 
Heights, Maryland 

Westminster Fire Department, Westminster, 
Maryland 

Post Engineer, Fire Department, Camp 
Shelby, Mississippi 

Post Engineer, Key Field, Meridran, Mis- 
sissippi 

Hoffmann-La Roche, Inc., Nutley, New Jersey 

Elsmere Fire Company A, Inc., Elsmere, 
New York 

Fairport Volunteer Fire Department, Fairport 
Harbor, Ohio 

Mogadore Volunteer Fire Department, Moda- 
dore, Ohio 

Bausman Fire Company No. 1, Bausman, 
Pennsylvania 

Edge Hill Fire Company No. 1, Edge Hill, 
Pennsylvania 

Huntingdon Fire Department, Huntingdon, 
Pennsylvania 

Swarthmore Fire Department, Swarthmore, 
Pennsylvania 

Lake City Fire Department, Lake City, South 
Carolina 

Camp Forrest Fire Department, Camp Forrest, 
Tennessee 

Post Engineer, 26th AAF Supply Depot, Mem- 
phis, Tennessee 

A. Davis & Son, Kingston, Ontario, Canada 

Canadian Industries, Ltd., Shawinigan Falls, 
Quebec, Canada 


Off The Record 


t 
gS 


Every member 

receives a handsome 

membership certificate illustrat- 
ing the history of fire protection. 


MEMBERSHIP PLAN 


@ Through the Volunteer Firemen’s 
Section, fire companies may be- 
come N.F.P.A. members. Each 
member fire company is entitled 
to have VOLUNTEER FIREMEN 
magazine sent to the homes of 
ten firemen. 


@ As a member, the fire company 
receives at headquarters a set 
of all other regular N.F.P.A. 
publications. This includes the 
QUARTERLY MAGAZINE - and 
monthly NEWS LETTER. 


@ Membership in the National Fire 
Protection Association costs ten 
dollars per year. If more than ten 
firemen want to receive the maga- 
zine, an additional one dollar 
should be sent for each additional 
fireman enrolled. 


By Ed Reed 


‘*It’s okay, Chief, the guy jumping from the fourth floor is a midget.”’ 
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Pence Rounds Out Twelfth Year 
with Stillwater Department 


Continued from Page 13) 


W. Fred Heisler and R. J. Douglas, 
members of the college teaching staff, con- 
tributed much to the development of the 
fre school. The firemen themselves 
worked day and night helping build the 
frst half of the College Fire Station. Upon 
its completion the money that had been 
spent by the City, plus an appropriation 
by the State, was pooled and a P.W.A. 
grant was secured to complete the build- 
ing which is designed as a four-door fire 
station with attached drill tower. 

The years of 1940 and 1941 brought two 
other innovations in fire protection to the 
City of Stillwater. A Squad Pumper (see 
VoLUNTEER FIREMEN, April 1943, page 8) 
and a rural fire truck carrying its own 700- 
gallon water supply were added. Pence 
has added four pieces of equipment in the 
last twelve years, and all four were built 
in the fire department shops by the firemen. 

A fire-truck salesman once said to Pence 
ina joking way, ‘‘Bring your own refresh- 
ments to the convention. You build your 
own trucks.” 


rr 


“Volunteer Firemen’ 
By Charles S$. Morgan 

— time to time we are asked the 

question, ‘Why do you use the word 
Volunteer’ in the name of your magazine? 
Doesn’t that title limit the scope of the 
publication to unpaid firemen only?’ Our 
answer to this is that the title of ‘Vol- 
unteer” is a proud one with many years of 
devoted public service behind it. The 
name does not limit the field of usefulness 
of this magazine in any sense. Just what 
does the word “Volunteer” mean? Web- 
ster’s New International Dictionary de- 
fines the word as, ‘‘one who enters into, or 
offers himself for, any service of his own 
free will.”’ 

Under that definition all firemen are 
volunteers, whether they are compensated 
for their services in worldly goods or only 
by that inner satisfaction that comes to 
one who serves his fellowmen. No man 
ever became a fireman in the hope of 
amassing a fortune. A man joins the fire 
department because of internal forces 
which Fred Heisler, that “Will Rogers of 
the fire service,” has described as “the 
sence of service.” Heisler says that all 
firemen have some inner driving force, 
lacking in most common mortals, which 
makes them ready and willing to sacrifice 
their comfort, home life, and often their 
very lives to help someone who can no 
longer hel» himself. 

Firemen, whether they are full-time 
Municipal employees or unpaid part-time 
public servants, are all too often taken for 
granted. They are all volunteers in the 


fullest mening of the word and the pub- 
lishers of 


his magazine take pride in serv- 
ing them. 


- 


“MOST POWERFUL 


PORTABLE 
PUMPER 


EVER BUILT! 


Type ge Y ” 
Pacific Pumper 


Free! sust ofr THE PRESS—t nh. thir 
edition of our original, “FIGHT FIRE WITH WATER”, 
has been completely revised. It is now more than a booklet 
—it is “A Manual”. Write today for your free copy. 


FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT DIVISION 


PACIFIC MARINE SUPPLY COMPANY 


SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 


Volunteer Firemen for October 1943 








Six Year Old Fire Service Wizard 


By William Jerome Daly 


EVE all heard about boy prodigies 

and juvenile brain trusters and 
master minds in arms, but on the top floor 
of a Courtlandt Avenue apartment house 
at 158th Street, on the edge of old ‘Dutch 
Broadway” in the Bronx, is a lad of six 
who has this veteran reporter “stopped” 
for facts and figures about the Fire De- 
partment — at least in the Boroughs of 
Manhattan and Bronx, New York City. 

In all of our years around this job we 
have never before encountered such a 
“brain trust” for statistical details about 
fire stations, locations, equipment, ap- 
pliances, tools, machinery, etc. The child 
is just a wizard! His name is Richard 
Crost, 330 East 158th, born April 29, 1937, 
in the Inwood section of Manhattan. His 
daddy is John C. Crost, a bookkeeper for 
the American Tobacco Co. Richard made 
his debut in school last February. 

When P.§. 3 in 157th Street reopens 
“Dick” will be in 1-B. He does not relish 
“Dick.” He prefers to be called “Smoky.” 
His mother thinks this whole business of 
Fire Department intelligence is much too 
much for the boy, but his father says that 
since neither parent has forced this Fire 
Department fetish on the child, and as it 
seems to be the boy’s own inclination, let 
him find himself in the maze of it all. 

We doubt that there is a man in the Fire 
Department who has at his mental finger- 
tips the wealth of statistical information 
that is possessed by this boy of dix. From 
memory he can give you an accurate 
answer to any question about the location 
of any fire house in Manhattan or the 
Bronx. Moreover, he can tell you right 
out of his store of facts the name, make, 
size and capacity of any piece of fire ap- 
paratus in a given fire house. 

Richard has even his parents stumped. 


He has a penchant for figures; he draws 
plans and sketches; he makes up his own 
assignment cards; he has a key and buzzer 
to sound alarms of fire; he has 45 miniature 
pieces of fire apparatus, ranging from 
chief’s buggies to towers and fireboats. He 
has miniature alarm boxes, hose, tools, ap- 
pliances and gadgets galore. 

In his storehouse of firemanic toyland 
are maps of the city, diagrams, plans and 
what have you to delight the engineering 
heart and hobby. His workable water 
tower has a two-quart tank to make the 
tower “real.”” His scrapbook would be the 
envy of any buff. His “home” fire house 
is made of blocks which he mortised and 
tenoned in accordance with his own ini- 
tiative. Even a blackboard for chalking 
down alarms of fire is part of his set-up. 
His tools and appliances information was 
gained from what he calls the “McCarthy 
Book of Fire Fighting.” Richard is the 
only child and his parents have had him 
to every fire station in Manhattan and the 
Bronx. The lad is always accompanied by 
one of parents and never ventures near a 
fire house alone. His “home” station is 
Eng. 71, around the corner from his house. 
Of course, he goes there more often than 
any other station, but recently he was 
aboard the “Fire Fighter’ at the Battery: 
and with official permission to boot. 


ITTLE “Dick” says he wants to be a 

Fireman. He draws exceedingly well 
for his age; has unbounded imagination, 
but proclaims that he just ‘does not like to 
be an engineer.’ He weighs 52 pounds; has 
large blue eyes; is very well groomed; at- 
tractive play clothes; candid expression 
and serious outlook. He answers every 
question with a purposeful precision which 
would seem to indicate that he suspected 


that he was being cross-examin«:! — and 
he was. The boy was right!! 


HIS extraordinary youngst«r knows 

from memory not only the street ad- 
dress of every fire house in Manhattan and 
Bronx, but he can recite the length of lad- 
ders, the capacity of pumps, the identity 
of “spares” in quarters, ete. He describes 
water towers with “spring assist” and 
aerials that are 85 feet, as distinguished 
from aerials that are only 65 feet. 

“What is the call for an ambulance, 
Dick?” we asked. 

“Do you mean public or department?” 
the wizard inquired. 

He answered both questions correctly. 
‘What is the preliminary for a Battalion 
Chief?’”’ he was asked and he gave the 
right answer, but he shot back with: “Why 
is there no signal for a Deputy Chief?” 
By that time we were figuratively “hang- 
ing on the ropes” under the barrage of his 
staccato of details of the most astounding 
collection of facts and figures we ever heard 
about the Fire Department from a six- 
year-old. 

Master Crost intrigued Division Chief 
George Flynn, who seems to have the sang- 
froid of his late father, Capt. Geo. Flynn. 
Chief Flynn listened with profound and 
admiring attention to the remarkable 
memory of the boy and then uninten- 
tionally stuck him with this: 

“How long is a six-foot hook?” The in- 
nocent said he didn’t know. . We'll bet that 
he does, too. It was too much and too 
quick. We tried to stick him, too, but he 
was alert and factual and we think he is 
going places some day — if not in the Fire 
Department, then something equally a 
romantic and inspiring. 

Smooth sailing, lad!! 


GOLD MINE FIRE NEAR SOUTH PORCUPINE, ONTARIO 


This shows the state of the fire upon the arrival of South Porcupine firemen who made a 
six-mile run after getting the alarm 20 minutes late. 


Volunteer Firemen for October 1943 


HIEF MAX SMITH, South Porcu- 
pine Fire Department (Member 
N.F.P.A.), reports that his department 
fought the fire which last summer de- 
stroyed the elevator and mill of the Hoyle 
Gold Mines, Ltd., with a loss of $195,000. 
The chief cause of the loss was failure to 
get the plant’s booster pump started due 
to flooding by a panicky operator. Spark 
plugs were changed and firemen then had 
ample water with which to fight the fire, 
but it was then too late to save the mill 8 
the sprinkler system was wrecked. The 
booster pump fed the sprinklers. 
Chief Smith reports that the mill could 
have been saved had the pump been started 
in time. Firemen saved other plant 


buildings. 
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... unless you want to burn down the plant 


The man who hits flaming oil with a soda-acid fire ex- 
tinguisher is heading for treuble. He is using a good fire- 
fighter in the wrong spot. Soda-acid units are for “Class A” 
blazes, never for flammable liquids. 

It’s no good to have fire extinguishers, if your men 
don’t know how to use them. The wrong extinguisher may 
be more dangerous than no extinguisher at all! 


It is fortunate that the facts about fire extinguishers 
are easily understood, if correctly taught. Best way to 
teach them is by demonstrating. Show your own extin- 
guishers in action against real fires. Do it at your plant. 

“How To Teach Fire Fighting” has been prepared by 
Walter Kidde & Company to show you how your plant can 
handle fire-instruction. This illustrated book explains all 
classes of fires—tells you how to fight each successfully. 
You'll want a copy, free. Write Walter Kidde & Company, 
Inc., 1049 Main Street, Belleville, N. J. 


THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS ONE OF A SERIES APPEARING CURRENTLY IN INDUSTRIAL PUBLICATIONS 








NEW development in the field of fire 
f* fighting is the Bean High Pressure 
fog system developed by the John Bean 
Manufacturing Company of Lansing, 
Michigan, a division of Food Machinery 
Corporation. The Bean equipment is de- 
signed to produce a fire stream of 600 p.s.i 
at the nozzle which is from six to eight 
times the nozzle pressure of the usual so- 
called high pressure stream. According to 
the manufacturer, this extremely high 
nozzle pressure greatly increases the cool- 
ing effect of the water permitting the use 
of much smaller quantities of water with 
consequently less water damage. The 
manufacturer states that other advantages 
of the Bean High Pressure fog system are 
rapid replacement of the fog which has 
been expended, penetration, protection to 
firemen from heat and greater visibility 


The nozzle used with the Bean High 
Pressure fog system is of unique design. 
It is quite appropriately termed a “‘fire 
gun”’ as it is trigger controlled. By rotat- 
ing the barrel, the shape and penetrating 
force of the fog stream can be adjusted. 
It is emphasized by the manufacturer that 
it is the pressure generated by the pump — 
not the ‘‘fire gun’’ — which makes the fog. 

The Bean-FMC High Pressure Fog Fire 
Fighter, illustrated below, carries 300 gal- 
lons of water and is equipped with a spe- 
cial 60 g._p.m. pump. The manufacturer 
points out that the efficiency of the water 
is increased at least ten times that of 
ordinary lower pressure streams and there- 
fore the effect is equivalent to use of some 
3,000 gallons of water with a 600 g.p.m. 
standard pump. The Bean-FMC Fire 
Fighter is equipped with two reels of 250 
feet of 34 inch high-pressure hose and two 
fire guns. Accessories and other equip- 
ment are optional. 


NEW and low-priced device to pro- 

vide protection against fire sabotage 
is now available from The General Detroit 
Corporation. Known as the General 
Safety Seal, it is designed to prevent fire 
extinguisher tampering or clogging and is 
offered in models to fit all standard types 
of extinguishers. 


[SAFETY] 
| SEAL 


Constructed of heavy water-repellent 
stock, the General Safety Seal has three 
standard types of design. Foam and soda 
acid extinguishers are protected by a 
stitched envelope which slips snugly over 
the hose and fastens around the control 
valve. Vaporizing liquid extinguishers are 
fitted with two caps, one covering the 
pump end and the other protecting the 
nozzle. Carbon dioxide extinguishers are 
guarded by a cup-type envelope which 
fastens tightly over the nozzle horn. All 
protective envelopes or caps are held in 
place by a tamper-proof wired seal. The 
envelope cannot be removed or the ex- 
tinguisher used without breaking the seal. 

The General Safety Seal is priced at 
35 cents in dozen lots. For further in- 
formation and volume discount prices, 
contact Mr. F. D. Bacon, The General 
Detroit Corp., 2272 East Jefferson, De- 
troit 7, Mich. 


‘WHE DuGas Engineering Corporation, 

Marinette, Wisconsin, announces the 
development of an improved dry chemical 
for use in their dry chemical fire ex- 
tinguishers. This new dry chemical, known 
as ‘“‘Plus-Fifty DuGas Dry Chemical,”’ is 
now available from all DuGas distributors 
without advance in price and does not re- 
quire a priority because critical materials 
are not used for its manufacture. 

According to the manufacturer, hun- 
dreds of fire tests have shown the new dry 
chemical to be a more effective extinguish- 
ing agent than the dry chemical previously 
used — a product well known for its excel- 
lent fire extinguishing properties. 

The new DuGas dry chemical is ap- 
proved by the Underwriters’ Laboratories 
and the Factory Mutual Laboratories. For 
further information, write the DuGas En- 
gineering Corporation, Marinette, Wis. 


Volunteer Firemen for October 1943 
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Akron Brass Mfg. Co., Inc. 
Albi Firepel Corp. 

John Bean Mig. Co. ‘ 
Carpenter Manufacturing Co. 
C-0-Two Fire Equipment. Co. 
The Circul-Air Corp. . ~ 
Federal Electric Co., Ine. . 
Fog Nozzle Co. . 


_ The FyrFyter Co. - 


THEN a battle scarred airplane with 

bullet-riddled controls and flak- 
ripped wings limps back to its home field 
after mauling a Jap or Nazi convoy, a 
crash landing often is inevitable. To pre- 
vent these crashes from becoming blazing 
death traps for pilot and crew, the Army 
Air Forces has just ordered a number of 
special airplane crash trucks from Mack 
Trucks, Inc. 
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The new crash truck, illustrated above, 
carries 1,000 gallons of water, and has a 
separate engine driving a two-stage centri- 
fugal pump capable of delivering better 
than 250 gallons of water per minute at 
600 pounds p.s.i. At this pressure the 
water is blasted from specially constructed 
deluge guns mounted on the deck of the 
crash unit, enveloping rescue squad, crew 
and airplane in a dense, penetrating water 
stream and fog. 

After rescuing the crew under cover of 
the fog and beating down the main gas0- 
line fire, the rescuers bring small, high pres 
sure hand lines and foam generating equip- 
ment into play to extinguish the small out- 
lying fires. A flick of the wrist on quarter- 
turn valves changes the enveloping 10 
into a fire-smothering blanket of «lemie 
foam. Mack’s fire apparatus engineers 
worked with the Fire Prevention Section 
of the U. S. Corps of Engineers in levelop- 
ing the redoubtable crash unit. 





PROTECTION 


@ Twoof these Ward LaFrance 
triples* have just been delivered to the 
City of Pittsburgh. From bumper to bum- 
per, they are engineered to Pittsburgh's 
needs by past masters of fire apparatus 
engineering. 

When you purchase fire apparatus for 
your community, remember that the eco- 
nomical “buy” is the equipment that puts 
maximum fire-fighting efficiency at the 
disposal of the department. Write us about 


~ 
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your requirements. Our engineering de- 
partment will gladly make detailed recom- 
mendations to fit your particular situation 


with maximum economy and efficiency. 


These Triple Combustion Pumpers have an 
overall length of 24'S” and a 185” wheel base. 
Engine horsepower is 200 at 2100 R.P.M. Booster 
Tank capacity—100 gallons. Completely air 
brake equipped with specially designed devices 
for necessary quick build-up of air pressures. 
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SHUT-OFF NOZZLE 
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For practical and efficient service they’re without 
equal. In design and construction they’re un- 
matched. Produce solid stream of maximum range. 
Operate with minimum effort at any pressure up 
to 500 pounds. The Ball Valve is suspended from 
both sides and seats against the face of 
brass sleeve. Far superior to solid 
plug type. Withstands bumping 
or dropping without jamming. 
Four sizes, 4”, 14”, 2%” 
and Master. Offered in 
several assemblies to 

meet every need. 


Victory model with 
leather handles, and 
without rubber tipped 
bumper, available on 
priority rated orders. 


AKRON BRASS 
MFG. COMPANY, INC. 


WOOSTER, 
OHIO 


\4 BONDS PATENT NO 


STAMPS, 1.746.609 
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FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT 


